
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HEMINGBROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT HEMINGBROUGH METHODIST CHAPEL ON THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER 2022  
22/208 PRESENT: - Councillors S Bennett, R Chilvers, J Robins, L Stebbings, J Strelczenie and K Terry
One member of the public was also present
22/209 PUBLIC FORUM: - 
No public forum was held as the member of the public present did not wish to speak 
22/210 POLICE REPORT: - No report received 
22/211 LISTEN TO REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: - None present 
22/212 APOLOGIES: - 
Councillors E MacDuff-Clack and A Tomlinson
County/District Councillor K Arthur 

J Leighton-Eshelby (clerk)
22/213 DECLARATION OF INTEREST/DISPENSATION REQUESTS: - 

a) Councillor J Strelczenie declared an Other Interest in Item (22/217a) Oldways due to being a member of the Parish of Hemingbrough Historical/Heritage Society.
b) Councillor L Stebbings also declared an Other Interest in Item (22/217a) Oldways due to being a member of the Parish of Hemingbrough Historical/Heritage Society.
22/214 CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS: - 
The Chairman reported that District Councillor M Topping still has £750 available in his Community Funding Budget; clerk to complete the required form to request £750 to use for the Oxbow Green clearance.  
22/215 CLERKS REPORT: - Clerk not present due to illness
22/216 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 2022: -

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th November 2022 were proposed by Councillor R Chilvers, seconded by Councillor L Stebbings and agreed with a show of hands. RESOLVED

22/217 TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING ON-GOING ISSUES AND DECIDE FURTHER ACTION WHERE NECESSARY: -
a) Oldways

It was noted that it has been too wet to carry out the mulching, so this has now been delayed until next year. The Chairman advised that Andy Pulleyne will order the chippings to be put down at the end of Church Walk once the mulching has been completed.
b) Village Greens

Oxbow Green
It was noted that the Chairman and Councillor L Stebbings had met with Andy Pulleyne on site (Monday 5th December) to discuss plans for Oxbow Green.
It was agreed to start by clearing the entrance into Oxbow Green on Saturday 21st January with a view to leaving the wooded area, opening up the pond and creating a footpath around the site.

Chairman to speak to Plasmor about acquiring some soil to put down in Oxbow Green. 
The Chairman reported that Andy Pulleyne has also agreed to clear the cycle track between Hemingbrough & Cliffe free of charge if the Parish Council hire the machinery required from Fairfax at a cost of £150.00 and this was unanimously agreed.

It was noted that the work will take place on Friday 20th January and volunteers will be required to help; Chairman and Councillors S Bennett & J Robins agreed to assist.

The Chairman advised that traffic management must be in place to provide pedestrian access and Barry Derbyshire (NYCC Highways) has agreed to provide this free of charge.

It was noted that Barry Derbyshire has also spoken to the Chairman about a complaint received regarding the state of the footpath on the north side of the A63 (near the entrance to the Old Brickworks). The Chairman agreed to look at clearing the footpath at the same time as carrying out the work on the cycle track. 

Hagg Lane Green 
The Chairman advised that he has spoken to Sharon Fox (Highways Customer Communications Officer) regarding HGV’s churning up Hagg Lane as the road is not suitable for larger vehicles.

It was agreed to write to Highways and request larger signage at the A63 entrance to Hagg Lane advising that the road is not suitable for HGV’s.
It was also agreed to put Hagg Lane footpath clearance on a future agenda for further discussion.

Councillor K Terry expressed concern regarding the poor state of Inner Moor Lane due to a 4x4 vehicle churning it all up.

Water Lane Pond

The Chairman read out the following letter of complaint received from a resident regarding the recent work carried out on the hedgerow on the right side of the pond area:-

“To the Parish Council,

I wish to complain in the strongest terms possible about the destruction of the hedgerow on the right side of the pond area. 

This hedgerow has been ripped out and cut down by a York firm called J. Ulliot. I spoke to the workers and they said that the removal was authorised by the parish council. When I continued to despair at the loss of wildlife habitat and bird food source, one of the workers muttered something about civilisation.

Now I don't call that civilisation I call it destroying the planet. 

What on earth possessed the council to make such a choice, where is your remit? Who did you consult?

The hedge contained, amongst others, briar (wild roses), hawthorns and brambles, all of which produced a huge crop of berries. I refrained from picking these as I knew birds would need them this winter.

I'm horrified at this loss. I have taken photographs and will be taking this matter further. You cannot and should not control all of nature. This area is no longer beautiful. 

They also blocked the path with is narrower enough as it is and in shocking condition with the grass encroaching onto it so it difficult to pass. Maybe you should stick to addressing that.

Yours angrily”

The Chairman also referred to correspondence received in August 2022 from a neighbouring resident:-

“Now that nesting season is coming to an end can arrangements be put in place to resolve the overgrowth please. It is beyond manageable now and has resulted in hours of cutting back from me this summer. 

Also I need to bring to your attention potential subsidence / drain damage to our property that I believe has come from the green area and roots. We have a surveyor coming for a site visit to establish the cause of the damage, who have been instructed by our insurance company. This damage has started this year so if linked to the overgrowth and lack of management of trees I will advise you so we can discuss a way forward. This is potentially going to cost £1,100 in excess payment, so if a direct link is established I need to discuss the route to claim this back from council funds/insurance. I did highlight some drain issues when the councillor was out with the contractor to prune the cherry tree, but there are some significantly high trees now that are causing paving and building issues at our property. 

Can you update soonest please as I am expecting the assessor visit in the next 7 days”. 

The Chairman advised that George Fillingham was asked to cut the hedge back as close to the ground as possible without touching the soil so as not to disturb any hibernating newts and had therefore also left some of the cuttings as ground cover.

The Chairman read out further correspondence received from the neighbouring resident in November 2022:- 
“October has passed and November is now nearly concluded with again no action taken to resolve the overgrowth. This has been an ongoing issue since me chasing the lack of maintenance over the past few years. Due to inaction I raised it in July 2021 to have the issues resolved and nothing has been done to address my issues. The hot summer has caused additional problems and due to the state of the overgrown hedges/weeds/trees they have drawn substantial moisture from the  ground, which has caused subsidence to our property. This is totally unacceptable and I am sure you will understand why I have been pushing these issues for nearly 2 years. 

The claim is now in the hands of our insurers, who have instructed professional contractors to monitor the subsidence, instruct work that needs to be undertaken and eventually repair the cracks to our external and internal walls. I am appalled that I find myself in this position, which was totally avoidable had the council maintained the land correctly. It has been confirmed that the damage to our property is directly linked to the substantial overgrowth and lack of tree maintenance. 

The company I believe have been in touch with either yourselves or the main county council or will be shortly. They will be seeking to recover costs I understand. 

I must inform you that this claim will cost my household £1,100 in excess payments. I want it formally recording that once matters are resolved I want this cost refunding from the Parish Council. It is due to inaction, poor management and excuses for nearly 2 years that has led to my property being damaged and a reduction in its value. Not only that I am now paying 60% more for my home insurance as a result of this damage. If the Parish Council do not refund this £1,100 to me I will be taking this to the small claims court and will then seek additional compensation for the increased insurance premiums and loss of home value. Trust me when I say I will not be letting this matter drop. 

Had the work been carried out when I originally requested it, then we wouldn’t be in this state we find ourselves in. I have all emails that have been exchanged since July 2021. 

Please formally record this as a complaint against the Parish Council and send acknowledgment that this has been done. I also formally request a response in relation to the insurance costs and explanation on what action is being taken to resolve the issues. I do not want a visit from the councillor as there is no audit trail of conversations had with him. His previous promises of action have been false and I have lost trust. I formally request all communication is via email moving forward.” 

The Parish Council discussed the homeowners claim and it was agreed to notify the Parish Councils insurers.
Due to her expertise Councillor J Robins volunteered to investigate the claim further on behalf of the Parish Council.
Land between St Marys Avenue & Ferry Close (ongoing) 
It was noted that the area is covered in nettles, and it was agreed to ask George Fillingham to spray these off before continuing with the clearance and wildflower seeding.
Memorial Garden
The Chairman advised he had been given £200 from the Ride of Remembrance for the upkeep of the Memorial Garden; Chairman to pass this on to the clerk to be added to the cash float which is kept separate from the Parish Council accounts for use on the Memorial Garden only.
Queen Elizabeth Rose and Memorial Plaque

Councillor L Stebbings still to purchase the Queen Elizabeth Rose and plaque for the Memorial Garden; to be paid for from the Memorial Garden cash float. 
St Marys Avenue Cul-de-sac Village Green
No further update 
c) Dog Fouling 

No further update 

d) 20’s Plenty for North Yorkshire – Ongoing 
e) Christmas Lights

It was noted that the clerk had reported two faulty lights to Plantscape who would be out to repair/replace the trees within a couple of days.

f) Village Book Library
No further update
22/218 POSTERNGATE SURGERY – UPDATE ON CLOSURE OF BRANCH SURGERY AT HEMINGBROUGH: -
Councillor S Bennett reported that the clerk had posted the Posterngate Surgery transport update on both the Parish Council website and social media page.

The update will also be posted on the Cliffe Village website.

Councillor Bennett stressed the need to include the update in the next Parish Council newsletter which Councillor E MacDuff-Clack was going to produce; to be discussed further at the next meeting.
22/219 PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNICATION: -  No further update 
22/220 PLANNING: -
a) Applications Received from Selby District Council: - NIL
b) Consider planning applications received not listed on the agenda: - NIL
c) Note planning permission refused for: - NIL
d) Note planning permission granted for: - NIL
e) Note planning permission withdrawn for:- NIL
f) Ongoing Planning Issues Update: - No issues raised 
22/221 FINANCE: -
a) Agree payments, as listed below: -
1. Mrs J Leighton-Eshelby          





£ As Agreed
2. George Fillingham (Hedge Cutting)




£ 1200.00 (Gross)











£   200.00 (VAT)











£ 1000.00 (Net)

3. George Fillingham (Grass Cutting) 




£   633.60 (Gross)











£   105.60 (VAT)











£   528.00 (Net)

4. Plantscape (Christmas Tree Lights Rental)




£ 2262.00 (Gross)











£   377.00 (VAT)











£ 1885.00 (Net)

b) To approve payments not listed on the agenda: - NIL
c) Note payments made between meetings (as agreed): - NIL
d) Note receipt of income: - 
1. Donation from Ride of Remembrance 




£   200.00 (Memorial Garden Petty Cash for the upkeep and maintenance of the Memorial Garden)

22/222 HEAR REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES: -  
The Chairman advised that he was still awaiting receipt of the minutes of the Drax Power Station Liaison Committee Meeting held on Monday 28th November; Chairman to circulate once received.
22/223 CORRESPONDENCE: - 
1) Resident – Correspondence received regarding recent work carried out at Water Lane Pond

was noted and discussed earlier in the meeting under 22/217.
2) Resident – Correspondence received regarding recent work carried out at Water Lane Pond

was noted and discussed earlier in the meeting under 22/217.

22/224 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS REGARDING PARISH ISSUES: - No reports given
22/225 COUNCILLORS TO RAISE MATTERS FOR THE CLERKS ATTENTION 
AND ITEMS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA: - 
Councillor J Robins spoke about the need to engage with residents to promote the Parish Council and encourage potential new members; to be discussed at a future meeting.
The Chairman spoke briefly about the upcoming changes when the Unitary Authority takes over in April 2023.
22/226 CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING: - Thursday 19th January 2023
Councillors are elected on behalf of everyone on the Register of Electors; therefore, matters discussed, proposed, and voted on, become the majority view and are not necessarily individual councillor’s views.
Parishioners may view previous minutes, by giving prior notice to the Clerk.

(Ring 630077 for appointment) or look on the Parish Council website.
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