
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HEMINGBROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT HEMINGBROUGH METHODIST CHAPEL ON THURSDAY 16TH JULY 2026  
26/217 PRESENT: - 
Councillors S Bennett (Chairman), A Chilvers, S Shipstone, L Stebbings and A Tomlinson
North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur
Four members of the public were also present including one candidate for co-option)

26/218 PUBLIC FORUM: -                                                                                                       
A member of the public questioned if the Parish Council could change the date of their monthly meetings from the third Thursday of the month to earlier in the month; as this request had also been received in writing it was agreed to discuss further under Agenda Item (13) Correspondence Received.  
A member of the public raised concern that the grass cutting contractor has already made several cuts this year despite the grass not growing due to the hot & dry weather; to be discussed further under Agenda Item (9a) Village Greens. 
26/219 POLICE REPORT: -                                                                                                            

The clerk read out the following report received from PCSO Hannah Gaskell: -
“During the month of June, Hemingbrough had 25 calls for service, one of which has been recorded as a crime and no anti-social behaviour.”
Recent reports of anti-social/dangerous driving through the village were discussed and it was agreed to ask PCSO Hannah Gaskell to attend a future Parish Council meeting.
26/220 LISTEN TO REPORT FROM NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNCILLOR KARL ARTHUR: -                                                                                                                           North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur spoke about a forthcoming North Yorkshire Council Selby Area Committee Meeting (Wednesday 22nd July) concerning the Department for Transport Structures Fund for the replacement of both the Selby Toll Bridge and Selby Swing Bridge.

The Chairman closed the meeting to allow members of the public to speak regarding travel planning concerns in Selby before re-opening the meeting.
26/221 APOLOGIES: -                                                                                                        Councillors R Chilvers and L Womack
26/222 PARISH COUNCIL CO-OPTION: -
It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Kevin Aston onto the Parish Council, and he was welcomed by members.

Kevin Aston signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
26/223 DECLARATION OF INTEREST/DISPENSATION REQUESTS: - 
It was noted that Councillor Ann Tomlinson has been granted a dispensation allowing her to participate in any discussion relating to the Local Plan.
26/224 CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS: - 
The Chairman welcomed Kevin Aston to the Parish Council 
26/225 CLERKS REPORT: - 
The clerk gave the following report: -

Defibrillator at The Crown Inn

The clerk reported that the Parish Council have now taken over guardianship of the defibrillator at The Crown Inn.

Removal of litter bin outside the Church

It was noted that North Yorkshire Council had removed the litter bin due to health and safety concerns (the liner had been taken out and a couple of the slats around the bin were sticking out).

The Parish Council expressed their disappointment that they were not consulted/informed of the removal of this very well used and the clerk advised that she has asked North Yorkshire Council to either replace the bin or relocate the bin on the opposite side of the road; awaiting response. 
Broken bridge over Oldways Beck

The clerk reported that she has informed North Yorkshire Council that a member of the public had repaired the broken bridge after finding the missing plank in the dyke however as it is a public right of way this has been assigned to a North Yorkshire Council Field Officer for inspection and any further repairs required.
The clerk also provided an update on the legislative changes regarding publication of Councillors Register of Interests.  

26/226 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18TH JUNE 2026: -
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 18th June 2026 were proposed by Councillor S Shipstone, seconded by Councillor A Chilvers and agreed with a show of hands. RESOLVED

26/227 TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING ON-GOING ISSUES AND DECIDE FURTHER ACTION WHERE NECESSARY: -
a) Village Greens

Hagg Lane Green

Councillor Tomlinson reported that Barnes Associates Ltd have confirmed that ten-year plan is near completion and will be received shortly.

Councillor A Tomlinson also advised that following receipt of the tree survey from Huw Forestry the tree officer has now recommended that the Willow tree blocking a resident’s drive is removed, on condition that it is replaced with a Field Maple (Acer campestre) between November and March with a girth of 10-12cm when measured at 1.5m above ground level.

It was noted that once the official decision notice is received Huw Forestry will remove the tree as soon as possible. 

Mr K McCann – Hemingbrough Hagg Lane Green Conservation Group (HHLGCG) advised that he may have a suitable Field Maple to donate to the Parish Council (depending on required size) and the Chairman thanked him for his kind offer. 
Hemingbrough Village Green Review
The Chairman reported that two-thirds of the village green review has been completed and thanked those members who attended the village walkaround on Tuesday 30th June, a second village walkaround is to be arranged to review the remaining areas.
It was noted that Oxbow Green and Hull Road (leading out of the village towards Cliffe) is severely overgrown and requires cutting back.
Hagg Lane (far end on the left) is also overgrown and requires strimming over the walkway; Mr K McCann – Hemingbrough Hagg Lane Green Conservation Group (HHLGCG) advised that the group will cut this back.
The clerk advised that she had made enquiries with Plasmor regarding the overgrown path from Hagg Lane (just before the railway crossing) to the quarry ponds and Julian Slater (Group Chairman) was looking into this.

Members also had a brief discussion regarding the current grass cutting contract.
Tree and general maintenance - Water Lane Pond

It was noted that both Bell Tree Surgery and Huw Forestry have both viewed the tree that had been the subject of a complaint and no issues have been identified.

The resident has requested a written tree report, however the Parish Council have been advised that in order to obtain a full report the trees will need to be measured and tagged by a dedicated tree consultant.

It was agreed that this would be expensive and that having already sought professional advice this was not a good use of parish funds.

Members also noted that the resident has written to Keir Mather MP regarding his concerns.

The clerk reported that George Fillingham has sprayed the overgrowth and will cut it back ten days after the application.
Ferry Close to St Marys Avenue Walkway
The clerk reported that George Fillingham has sprayed the brambles and nettles that are growing over and pushing against the resident’s fence and will cut the overgrowth back ten days after the application.
It was noted that George Fillingham has also sprayed the vegetation growing over from St Marys Avenue village green wildlife area prior to being cut back.
b) Friends of the Oldways Project Update – No further update
c) St Marys Church Clock Repair
Councillor A Tomlinson advised that she had met with the engineer from the Cumbria Clock Company during his last visit and he was looking at the chimes which it is believed are causing the problem.

Unfortunately, the clock stopped again three days after the visit and had subsequently been reported to the Cumbria Clock Company again by Mrs Susan Sellers (churchwarden).
The meeting was closed to allow Mr K McCann to provide an update and it was noted that the clock is a war memorial which the Parish Council are responsible for.

Following a discussion, it was agreed that Mr McCann would restart the clock and leave the chimes off to see if this resolves the ongoing issue.

26/228 PLANNING: -
a) Applications Received from North Yorkshire Council: - 
1. Reconsultation (ZG2025/0904/COU) Change of use from plumbers workshop to pilates, sports rehabilitation, gymnasium, including replacement of roller shutter door with new entrance doorway (retrospective) at HF Brown and Sons, Portland Works, Main Street, Hemingbrough  No Objections
b) Consider planning applications received not listed on the agenda: - NIL
c) Note planning permission refused for: NIL
d) Note planning permission granted for: - 
1. (ZG2026/0339/HPA) Single Storey Side Garden Room Extension at Millgate House, Mill Lane, Hemingbrough
e) Note planning permission withdrawn for: - NIL
f) Note planning appeal received for: -
(ZG2024/1089/FULM) Erection of 138 dwellings with associated access, infrastructure, landscaping, open space and demolition of existing dwelling (amended scheme submitted) on Land Off School Road School Road Hemingbrough North Yorkshire
Councillor A Tomlinson gave an update on the planning appeal hearing scheduled to begin on Tuesday 15th September and it was agreed that Councillor A Chilvers would attend to represent and speak on behalf of the Parish Council.
g) Ongoing Planning Issues Update: -  
Community Centre (Hall for Hemingbrough)  

The clerk advised that she had chased Robert Procter (Hall for Hemingbrough CIC) for a response to the Parish Councils letter that he was going to present to their committee, but she was still awaiting a reply.
26/229 FINANCE: -
a) Agree payments, as listed below: -
1. Parish Clerk (July 2026)






£ As Agreed

2. HMRC (PAYE)







£   80.75   
3. Parish Clerk Expenses 






£     89.75

(Laptop Repair)

4. George Fillingham







£ 1108.80 (Gross)

(Grass Cutting)







£    184.80 (VAT)











£    924.00 (Net)

5. Autela (Payroll Services)






£    87.97 (Gross)











£    14.66 (VAT)











£    73.31 (Net)

b) To approve payments not listed on the agenda: -  NIL
c) Note payments made between meetings (as agreed): - 
1. Huw Forestry (Tree Report)





£  180.00 (Gross)











£    30.00 (VAT)











£  150.00 (Net)

d) Note receipt of income: - NIL
26/230 HEAR REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES: -              
Councillor S Shipstone provided an overview of the Hemingbrough Institute & Playing Fields (HI & PFA) meeting held on Tuesday 23rd June 2026 to discuss the refurbishment of the kitchen and seating area which is being fully funded by the cricket club.
It was also noted that the HI & PFA are applying for a premises license to be able to sell alcohol.
Dates/Details of any forthcoming meetings (Representatives Informed): - 

Hemingbrough Institute & Playing Fields (HI & PFA) – Wednesday 22nd July 2026 (may be subject to change).
26/231 CORRESPONDENCE: -  
1) Resident – Receipt of correspondence received regarding changing the date of the monthly Parish Council meeting was discussed. It was agreed that the current arrangement of the third Thursday of every month was the most convenient for members and does not clash with other local Parish Council meetings therefore North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur is also able to attend most meetings.
2) Resident – Receipt of correspondence received regarding a Parish Council minute book was noted (circulated to members prior to the meeting).
26/232 CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING: - Thursday 20th August 2026
Councillors are elected on behalf of everyone on the Register of Electors; therefore, matters discussed, proposed, and voted on, become the majority view and are not necessarily individual councillor’s views.
Parishioners may view previous minutes, by giving prior notice to the Clerk.

(Ring 630077 for appointment) or look on the Parish Council website.
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