MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HEMINGBROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT HEMINGBROUGH METHODIST CHAPEL ON THURSDAY 20TH FEBRUARY 2025  
25/019 PRESENT: - 
Councillors S Bennett, R Chilvers, S Horsey, L Stebbings, J Strelczenie and A Tomlinson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur

25/020 PUBLIC FORUM: -  
No members of the public were present
25/021 POLICE REPORT: - No report received
25/022 LISTEN TO REPORT FROM NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNCILLOR KARL ARTHUR: -  
North Yorkshire Councillor Karl Arthur advised that Back Lane, Hemingbrough will be closed 7-11th April for utility repair and maintenance by Northern Gas Networks.
Councillor Arthur gave the following overview of a briefing note from Councillor Carl Les (Leader of North Yorkshire Council) relating to key messages: -
The financial situation of the authority is quite dire after a £14.3 million grant was abolished at a stroke without any transition period or consultation and £200,000 less was received in general grants. This coupled with less compensation than expected for the increase in Employers National Insurance means the authority has had to take difficult decisions to balance the budget including cutbacks to the home to school transport budget to the legal minimum and the Localities Budget has been cut from £10,000 to £5,000.
The authority has had no choice but to increase council tax by 4.99% (2% social care levy & 2.99% general increase) and this was approved at a budget meeting held on 14th February.   Since unification the authority has made £40 million of savings however the Central Government grant cutbacks have severely impacted North Yorkshire Council finances.
Essential to the Councils success is working with Parish Councils and listening to their concerns and priorities so NYC have set up a series of consultation forums and Parish Councils are also welcome to attend the Area Committee meetings and have items on the agenda to discuss.

Councillor Arthur encouraged the Parish Council to attend both the consultation forums and Area Committee meetings and agreed to send a list of meeting dates to the clerk for circulation to members.

Councillor Arthur also spoke about the new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and it was noted that the Selby Local Plan has been dropped as it is now untenable given the new housing targets imposed by Central Government.

It was also noted that North Yorkshire Council will be using the second homes levy @ £10 million to invest in schemes that address the affordable housing crisis.

Members had a discussion regarding the NPPF and the impact that the increased housing targets could have on the Parish. 
25/023 APOLOGIES: - 
Councillors S Fox and J Rooney
25/024 DECLARATION OF INTEREST/DISPENSATION REQUESTS: -
It was noted that Councillor Ann Tomlinson has been granted a dispensation allowing her to participate in any discussion relating to the Local Plan.
25/025 CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS: -  
The Chairman advised that he will not be re-standing for Chairman at the Annual Meeting of the Council in May, but he will remain a member of the Parish Council.
25/026 CLERKS REPORT: - No report given.
25/027 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16TH JANUARY 2025: -

With one amendment to 25/006 the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th January 2025 were proposed by Councillor S Bennett, seconded by Councillor S Horsey and agreed with a show of hands. RESOLVED

Minutes on village noticeboards 

Councillor S Horsey volunteered to post a copy of the Parish Council minutes on the Parish Council noticeboard (outside the Londis shop) and the community noticeboards located at the bus stop on Main Street (near the church) and the Playing Field, School Road (at the side of the scoreboard).
25/028 TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING ON-GOING ISSUES AND DECIDE FURTHER ACTION WHERE NECESSARY: -
a) Village Greens
Councillor S Bennett advised that the working group have reaffirmed their priorities and will start work in the spring.
Oldways
Councillor Bennett stressed that the chippings will be laid to complete the footpath once the weather improves.

Land between St Marys Avenue & Ferry Close/St Marys Strip  

Councillor Bennett to liaise with Councillor S Fox on the development of the wildlife area.
Oxbow Green
It was noted that some work is still to be done in this area; clerk is seeking clarification from a resident regarding her request for clearance of overgrown vegetation on Hull Road from Main Street towards Newhay Lane.

Memorial Garden

Councillor Bennett thanked Councillor L Stebbings for looking after the roses and keeping the Memorial Garden tidy.
Water Lane Pond

The Chairman reported that George Fillingham has carried out all the spraying and he will continue to monitor.

Methodist Chapel Hedge Cutting

The Chairman advised that George Fillingham will be cutting the hedge next week; clerk to confirm with the treasurer.

Hagg Lane
Councillor A Tomlinson advised that a JCB has pushed over a tree that was leaning towards the electricity wires, and it has fallen into the pond which is breeding site for Great Crested Newts and destroyed the boundary bollards.
It was noted that the Hemingbrough Hagg Lane Green Conservation Group (HHLGCG) have reported the incident to the police and a wildlife crime officer has also been involved.
Enquiries are ongoing and this is still subject to a criminal enquiry.

The clerk advised that she had also reported this to Linda Drake (North Yorkshire Council Principle Planning Officer) but as they cannot confirm who damaged the tree no enforcement action can be taken.
Councillor Tomlinson stressed that the tree needs to be removed from the pond before the breeding season starts at the beginning of March and it was noted that she had received a quote of £1210.80 for the work to be done by the HHLGCG volunteers who hold the required newt license including the services of a tree surgeon, plant hire & operator.  
Councillor Tomlinson advised that as the area is subject to a Tree Protection Order (TPO) the Parish Council would need to submit a five-day emergency notice to allow the work to be done and a site visit with Mark Lumby (North Yorkshire Council Highways) will also be needed to establish the exact boundary.

Councillor R Chilvers proposed that due to time constraints the tree should be left in situ at present & assessed again after the breeding season and this was seconded by Councillor J Strelczenie.  
Councillor A Tomlinson put forward a counter proposal that the required work should be done by HHLGCG and this was seconded by Councillor S Bennett.

The counter proposal received two votes and the proposal that the tree should be left in situ received three votes therefore with the majority vote (one abstention) it was agreed that the tree should be left in situ at present and assessed again after the breeding season.
b) Dog Fouling/Litter/Fly Tipping – No further update
c) 20’s Plenty for North Yorkshire - Ongoing
d) Bus Service Update – No further update 
25/029 PLANNING: -
a) Applications Received from North Yorkshire Council: - 
1. (ZG2024/0639/COU) Change of use of annexe to a holiday let (retrospective) at Chapelfield Nurseries, Chapelfields, Hemingbrough No Objections 
2. (ZG2024/1315/HPA) Installation of an air source heat pump at Silver Birches, Landing Lane, Hemingbrough No Objections/Comment 
· The Parish Council have no objection providing there is no undue noise from the air source heat pump.
3. (ZG2024/1226/LBC) Listed building consent for installation of conservation rooflights on the front and rear elevation, conversion of the garage into an office and erection of wooden structure to the side of the garage for storage at The Hollies Barn, Main Street, 
Hemingbrough Object/Comment 
· The Parish Council have no objections to the installation of rooflights providing they do not contravene the Conservation Area however they do object to the removal of the garage as this takes away a parking space and the Parish Council regularly receive complaints regarding vehicles parking on Main Street and causing a traffic nuisance.
4. (ZG2025/0115/TPO) Application for consent to crown lift by approximately 6m and dead wood to 1No Oak tree covered by TPO 5/1999 at 15 School Road, Hemingbrough            No Objections
b) Consider planning applications received not listed on the agenda: - NIL
c) Note planning permission refused for: - NIL
d) Note planning permission granted for: - 
1. (ZG2024/1126/HPA) Creation of access to front patio from kitchen utilising existing window opening by replacing window with a central door with countertop window to each side at Beechdale, Main Street, Hemingbrough
2. (ZG2024/1237/HPA) Alterations and extension to outbuilding to form domestic annex at The Chase, School Road, Hemingbrough
e) Note planning permission withdrawn for: - NIL
f) Note planning appeal received for: - NIL 

g) Ongoing Planning Issues Update: -  
Councillor A Tomlinson spoke about the North Yorkshire Local Plan Call for Sites and advised that nine sites have been put forward including the two sites that have already been submitted for planning permission HEMG & ZG2024/0023/FULM.
It was noted that prior to the March Parish Council meeting Councillor Tomlinson will be meeting with a planning officer to discuss HEMG in her capacity as landowner and it was agreed that Councillor Tomlinson will also represent the views of the Parish Council.
25/030 FINANCE: -
a) Agree payments, as listed below: -
1. Parish Clerk (February 2025)





£ As Agreed

2. Barnes Associates Ltd






£ 1134.00 (Gross)

(Hagg Lane Survey & Management Report)




£   189.00 (VAT)











£   945.00 (Net)

b) To approve payments not listed on the agenda: -  
1. HMRC (PAYE)







£    21.56
c) Note payments made between meetings (as agreed): - NIL
d) Note receipt of income: - NIL
e) Note payments made from Memorial Garden Cash Float: - NIL
25/031a) HEAR REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES: -                                   
Hemingbrough Institute and Playing Fields (HI&PFA)

Councillor A Tomlinson reported that the license for public worship has been revoked for St Andrews Church, Cliffe and the building will be sold to raise much needed church funds.
It was also noted that St Marys Church, Hemingbrough are holding an open day on Saturday 21st June.

Councillor Tomlinson asked if it would be possible for the church to have a static page on the Parish Councils new website and it was agreed that the clerk would check with the Yorkshire Local Councils Association (YLCA) in the first instance if this would be permitted.
Councillor Tomlinson expressed concern regarding the financial burden that the children’s play area is placing on the HI & PFA who are financially struggling and cannot continue to fund the play area.

Members agreed that this is a village amenity that should be supported, and it was agreed to add this to the next agenda for further discussion.
Clerk to investigate what statutory powers the Parish Council have with regards to funding the play area and contact North Yorkshire Council to enquire if any Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is available that could be used. 
b) Discuss appointment of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Representative: -

Councillor S Horsey spoke about the adjustments that will be required to enable her to fulfil her new role as a Parish Councillor and it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Horsey should be appointed as the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Representative; to be formally agreed at the Annual Meeting of the Council.
c) Discuss liaison between the Parish Council and Hemingbrough Primary School: -

Councillor S Horsey spoke about building a better working relationship with the Primary School and it was unanimously agreed that Councillor Horsey will act as liaison between the Parish Council and Hemingbrough Primary School.
d) Consider any issues to be raised for discussion at any forthcoming meetings: - As above
e) Dates/Details of any forthcoming meetings (Representatives Informed): - 
Drax Parish Council Liaison Meeting – Monday 3rd March

Hemingbrough Institute and Playing Fields (HI&PFA) – Wednesday 26th March 

25/032 CORRESPONDENCE: -  
1) Charitable Donations – Receipt of letter of thanks received from Hemingbrough Preschool was noted.
25/033 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS REGARDING PARISH ISSUES: - 
Councillor S Bennett raised concern regarding the sunken road on Finkle Street (near Preschool) and Councillor S Horsey gave a review of the action already taken to try and resolve the ongoing issue.
Clerk to contact Sharon Fox (North Yorkshire Council Highways) to advise that this needs urgent attention.
25/034 COUNCILLORS TO RAISE MATTERS FOR THE CLERKS ATTENTION 
AND ITEMS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA: -  

Members discussed the possibility of changing the date of the May meeting which will also be the Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Meeting of the Council and May Parish Council meeting; clerk to contact Brian Hopper Methodist Chapel Treasurer regarding available dates.

25/035 CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING: - Thursday 20th March 2025

Councillors are elected on behalf of everyone on the Register of Electors; therefore, matters discussed, proposed, and voted on, become the majority view and are not necessarily individual councillor’s views.
Parishioners may view previous minutes, by giving prior notice to the Clerk.

(Ring 630077 for appointment) or look on the Parish Council website.
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