



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HEMINGBROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT HEMINGBROUGH METHODIST CHAPEL ON THURSDAY 21ST MAY 2026 FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  
26/185 PRESENT: - 
Councillors S Bennett (Chairman), A Chilvers, S Shipstone, A Tomlinson and L Womack

North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur

Seven members of the public were also present

26/186 PUBLIC FORUM: -                                                                                                       A member of the public raised concern regarding the state of Ferry Close to St Marys Avenue Walkway which is very overgrown on one side.

It was noted that this side was originally left as a wildlife area, however it has become untidy and the vegetation that is growing over/pushing against the resident’s fence needs to be cutback.
The clerk also advised that another resident had raised concern regarding vegetation growing over from St Marys Avenue village green wildlife area and it was agreed to ask George Fillingham to cut back both these areas whilst still leaving an area for wildlife.                                                   
A resident also raised concern regarding the advertising sign that has been put up for the new housing development on the A63.
26/187 POLICE REPORT: -   No report received                                                                                                            

The clerk read out the latest crime figures available on the North Yorkshire Police website (March 2026):-

Violence – 3

Anti-Social Behaviour – 2

Criminal Damage & Arson - 6
Theft – 1

Other Crime – 1
26/188 LISTEN TO REPORT FROM NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNCILLOR KARL ARTHUR: -                                                                                                                           North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur reported that he is hoping to arrange the first meeting of the Public Transport Liaison Group by the end of June.

It was also noted that Councillor Arthur is now able to accept applications for this year’s Locality Budget funding (£5,000) to be split between the Cliffe & North Duffield division and towards getting a bus service up and running.
Councillor Arthur reported on a new directive from central Government relating to planning and spoke about the impact this will have.
It was also noted that due to a restructure of the committees at County Hall Councillor Arthur is now on the Strategic Planning Committee as well as the Local Planning Committee. Councillor Arthur has also been appointed to the Audit Committee of the new combined authority (a combination of the Mayor of York & North Yorkshire, North Yorkshire Council and York City Council).
26/189 APOLOGIES: -                                                                                                        Councillors R Chilvers and L Stebbings 
26/190 DECLARATION OF INTEREST/DISPENSATION REQUESTS: -
It was noted that Councillor Ann Tomlinson has been granted a dispensation allowing her to participate in any discussion relating to the Local Plan. 
26/191 CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS: -  
The Chairman had already given a report at the Annual Parish Meeting and had nothing further to add.
26/192 CLERKS REPORT: - 
The clerk gave the following report: -

Litter bin outside the Londis shop

North Yorkshire Council have confirmed that a replacement litter bin has been ordered, and they are awaiting a delivery/installation date.

Parish Council Vacancies
One resident has expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council and completed the eligibility form; co-option to be placed on the June agenda.
Defibrillator at The Crown Inn

The clerk reported that she was still awaiting a response from the Crown Inn with regards to the re-registering of the defibrillator; Chairman to follow up.

The clerk also gave an update on the North Yorkshire Council Parish Workshops being held this month by Highways (Area 7). 
26/193 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 16TH APRIL 2026: -
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th April 2026 were proposed by Councillor S Shipstone, seconded by Councillor A Tomlinson and agreed with a show of hands. RESOLVED

26/194 TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING ON-GOING ISSUES AND DECIDE FURTHER ACTION WHERE NECESSARY: -
a) Village Greens

Grass Cutting
It was noted that George Fillingham has carried out a second cut, however members raised concern that the grass has not been removed and looks unsightly.
Village Walkaround

It was agreed that the Chairman will organise a village walkaround within the next couple of weeks for members to look at the grass cutting and overgrown hedges/footpaths etc.
Tree and general maintenance - Water Lane Pond

The clerk reported that she had advised the resident that Bell Tree Surgery had viewed the tree that had been the subject of a complaint and no issues have been identified.

The advice was initially provided verbally, however the resident has asked for a written report which has been requested from Bell Tree Surgery but not received.

Councillor A Tomlinson to continue to chase and the clerk will forward onto the resident on receipt.
It was also noted that George Fillingham has been instructed to cut all the overgrowth back especially the greenery along the fence line.

Ferry Close to St Marys Avenue Walkway
Already raised in the Public Forum (26/186)
Hagg Lane Green
It was noted that Barnes Associates Ltd are still working on the ten-year plan.
Councillor A Tomlinson advised that North Yorkshire Council have rejected the tree surgeons report; Bell Tree Surgery to contact them and insist on a site visit with the Tree Officer.
Councillor Tomlinson expressed her continued frustration with the lack of understanding from North Yorkshire Council despite the ongoing distress caused by the fallen tree as the homeowner is being refused deliveries and bin collections.

Correspondence received from North Yorkshire Council regarding trees overhanging the carriageway
It was noted that ironically the Parish Council have received a letter from North Yorkshire Council regarding trees overhanging the carriageway on Hagg Lane and asking the Parish Council to arrange for the trees to be cut back within the next fourteen days.
Councillor Tomlinson to contact the Tree Officer as the Parish Council cannot do any work on the trees are they are covered by a Tree Protection Order (TPO).
Barratts Development (Land north of Hull Road) – Great Crested Newt mitigation and monitoring scheme
Already raised at the Annual Parish Meeting.
b) Friends of the Oldways Project Update 
The clerk read out an update received from the Friends of Oldways Group, and it was noted that the volunteers are planning to cut back the pathways in early June.
c) St Marys Church Clock Repair 
Councillor A Tomlinson advised that the chimes have been turned off as they are not working again.

The meeting was closed to allow Mr K McCann to provide an update and it was noted that the Cumbria Clock Company are coming out again within the next couple of weeks; Councillor Tomlinson and Mr McCann will be meeting with them to discuss the ongoing issues.

The meeting was re-opened.
26/195 PLANNING: -
a) Applications Received from North Yorkshire Council: - 
1. (ZG2026/0369/HPA) Demolition of existing conservatory and proposed part two storey, part single storey side extension at 4 Brackenholme Cottages, Hull Road, Hemingbrough No Objections
2. (ZG2026/0339/HPA) Single storey side garden room extension plus solar panels to the south facing main roof at Millgate House, Mill Lane, Hemingbrough No Objections
b) Consider planning applications received not listed on the agenda: - NIL
c) Note planning permission refused for: NIL
d) Note planning permission granted for: - 
1. (ZG2026/0246/TPO) Application for consent to remove dead wood from 1No Oak tree covered by TPO 5/1999 at Rose Cottage, School Road, Hemingbrough
2. (ZG2026/0196/HPA) Erection of two storey rear and single storey side extension with

front canopy at 5 Mill Garth, Hemingbrough
e) Note planning permission withdrawn for: - NIL
f) Note planning appeal received for: - NIL
g) Ongoing Planning Issues Update: -  
Hall for Hemingbrough CIC response to the Parish Councils request for communication
The clerk read out the following response received from Hall for Hemingbrough CIC in response to the Parish Councils request for communication:- 
“Thank you for your letter dated 29th April 2026.
Firstly, let me reassure Hemingbrough Parish Council that The Hall for Hemingbrough is completely committed to benefiting our community. We are proud to have secured funding and land to benefit both current and future residents of Hemingbrough and the surrounding area.

 
We believe this donation to be unprecedented for the village and a once in a lifetime opportunity to give the people in our growing community the modern facilities they deserve.

 
However, in response to your letter I would like to make the following points:
 
1. As you are aware the HFH group has been granted planning permission at
appeal by a member of His Majesty’s inspectorate. Therefore, we will proceed
as laid out in the appeal decision and Section 106 agreement. This includes
the transfer of land and funds to the Hall for Hemingbrough – Development
Community Interest Company that was originally set up to be the
management company of the project once land and funding had been
secured.
 
We are still in the process of legal transfer of land and no funds have been
transferred as yet. The land transfer agreement is due to be approved at our
group meeting and then our solicitor will then be instructed to proceed.
Completing legalities is our primary focus and of course this takes time.
 
2. In terms of communication you will be aware that we have communicated with
the Parish Council and the community on many occasions as the project has
progressed. In fact, the project used to be a monthly agenda item for the
Parish Council. I personally have addressed Parish Council meetings as have
members of our committee. We have also held public meetings, distributed
leaflets and all plans are available on the planning portal.
 
At the request of the Parish Council Chair, Stuart Bennett, I arranged to meet
him on Monday 16th February 2026 at 6pm. He failed to attend. The meeting
was rearranged for the following Monday 23rd February. At the meeting I
explained we could not give information on our plans until such time as all
legal procedures were complete, and this is expected to be in June of this
year. You will also be aware, through the planning process and subsequent

successful appeal, that we have a comprehensive Business Plan,
Development Prospectus and Phased Development Plan. I informed Mr
Bennett that, once the legalities are complete, a public meeting would be held
to both inform the community of our plans and to seek their opinions on how
best the community centre could be equipped and used in the future.
 
3. We are delighted to be working with ‘Up for Yorkshire’ and that Tom Meares,
who is the Community Development Leader with Up for Yorkshire, has joined
our group and is actively investigating sources of on-going funding. Up for
Yorkshire are also committed to supporting the operation of the Hall and
bringing their expertise in running community spaces in the Selby area.
 
4. We would prefer to work with the Parish Council rather than them working
against us. Several attempts have been made over the years to acquire a
community centre and now we are on the verge of making it reality. We should
work together to make it come to fruition for the benefit of the community as a
whole.
 
5. Finally, can I remind you that The Hall for Hemingbrough CIC is entirely
independent and does not need to, in any way, report to the Parish Council. Of
course we see the benefit of working with the Parish Council, but we can only
do this in a manner which is professional, collaborative and in the spirit of how
to make this now approved scheme a success. 
 
At this time, we will decline the offer of attending the Parish Council AGM as there is
no further update beyond what I shared with Mr. Bennett.
 
However, should you wish to meet, we would welcome a representative of the Parish
Council to a meeting with Hall for Hemingbrough.  We would propose that this be at
Up for Yorkshire offices where the representative can meet the Up for Yorkshire team
and learn about its commitment to Hall for Hemingbrough. 
 
Yours sincerely”
 
Members discussed the response received and raised ongoing concerns regarding delivery of the community centre, funding, impact on existing village amenities and the lack of communication with the Parish Council & local community as no updates have been provided for several years.
The meeting was closed to allow members of the public to speak before re-opening the meeting.
It was resolved to write to the Hall for Hemingbrough CIC disputing elements of their response and requesting full transparency including a meeting with the CIC and Up for Yorkshire. The Parish Council will then arrange a public meeting and invite both parties to attend.
North Yorkshire Council – Call for Sites 
It was noted that North Yorkshire Council has reopened the Call for Sites for a period of 6 weeks and Councillor A Tomlinson gave a brief overview of the process.
26/196 FINANCE: -
a) Agree payments, as listed below: -
1. Parish Clerk (May 2026)






£ As Agreed

2. HMRC (PAYE)







£         76.75

3. Hiscox (Parish Council Insurance)





£       952.51

b) To approve payments not listed on the agenda: -
1. Clerks Expenses







  £       100.17
c) Note payments made between meetings (as agreed): - 
1. Mr L Stebbings (Memorial Garden Expenses)


              £        79.92
d) Note receipt of income: - 
1. North Yorkshire Council (Clock Restoration Grant)


  £   2,500.00
2. North Yorkshire Council 






  £ 18,000.00
26/197 HEAR REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES: -              
Dates/Details of any forthcoming meetings (Representatives Informed): - 

Drax Parish Council Liaison Meeting – Monday 1st June 2026

Yorkshire Local Councils Associations (YLCA) – Tuesday 9th June 2026

Hemingbrough Institute & Playing Fields (HI & PFA) – Wednesday 22nd July 2026

Councillors A Tomlinson and S Shipstone gave an overview of the Hemingbrough Institute & Playing Fields (HI & PFA) held on Wednesday 29th April 2026
26/198 CORRESPONDENCE: -  NIL
26/199 CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING: - Thursday 18th June 2026
Councillors are elected on behalf of everyone on the Register of Electors; therefore, matters discussed, proposed, and voted on, become the majority view and are not necessarily individual councillor’s views.
Parishioners may view previous minutes, by giving prior notice to the Clerk.

(Ring 630077 for appointment) or look on the Parish Council website.
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