MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HEMINGBROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT HEMINGBROUGH METHODIST CHAPEL ON THURSDAY 22ND JANUARY 2026
26/001 PRESENT: - 
Councillors S Bennett (Chairman), A Chilvers, S Shipstone, L Stebbings and A Tomlinson                        
North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur
Three members of the public were also present.
26/002 PUBLIC FORUM: -                                                                                                   Mr K McCann reported that the Cumbria Clock Company have replaced the existing auto wind system that had failed with three new automatic winding units leaving the clock in full working order.                                                                                                                             Mr McCann advised that the old system had an electrical back-up in the event of a power failure, but the Cumbria Clock Company have removed this as it was not compatible with their equipment; Mrs S Sellers (churchwarden) has contacted the Cumbria Clock Company to seek clarification.  
It was noted that the Hagg Lane Green Conservation Group will go ahead with clearing the rubbish from the pond as agreed at the November meeting.                                                                                              
A resident asked for an update on the litter bin for outside the Londis shop. The clerk advised that the bin was ordered in August however North Yorkshire Council will only install the 240-litre bin in place of the small cylinder bin and not in addition as previously requested.                                It was also noted that the clerk has chased this up on three occasions but is still awaiting confirmation of an installation date.

The resident also asked about publishing the Parish Council minutes in a timelier manner and it was noted that at present the minutes of the previous meeting are only published once they have been approved and passed as a true record by the Parish Council at the following meeting.                                                                                                                                       It was agreed that in the interests of transparency and accountability the Parish Council would consider a formal resolution to amend Standing Orders to allow the publication of draft minutes.

The resident also raised concern that the dog/litter bin emptying in some areas particularly Hagg Lane and Main Street (at the junction with Oldways) is becoming irregular so the bins are getting full and becoming an eyesore; clerk to follow up with North Yorkshire Council.
26/003 POLICE REPORT: -                                                    
The most recent Hemingbrough crime statistics available on the North Yorkshire Police website are for November 2025:-

Violence/sexual offences – 4
Anti-social behaviour – 1

(Actual locations & details are kept anonymous)
Concern was raised regarding drug taking and nitrous oxide abuse on Hagg Lane and the Playing Fields; clerk to report to PCSO Hannah Gaskell.
26/004 LISTEN TO REPORT FROM NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNCILLOR KARL ARTHUR: -                                                                                                                             
North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur advised that he has received a positive response regarding the possibility of resurrecting a local bus service and it was unanimously agreed that Hemingbrough Parish Council fully support his endeavours.

Councillor Arthur spoke about North Yorkshire Council budgets and advised that over the next three years it is likely that council tax will increase by 4.99% per year (2.99% general & 2% adult social care), this is still to be formally approved by full council.
Councillor Arthur agreed to follow up on the outstanding litter bin order and irregular dog/litter bin emptying.

26/005 APOLOGIES: - 
Councillors R Chilvers and J Rooney
26/006 PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY (CO-OPTION): -

It was noted that there are currently three vacancies on the Parish Council and members were encouraged to reach out to any potentially interested parties.
26/007 DECLARATION OF INTEREST/DISPENSATION REQUESTS: -
It was noted that Councillor Ann Tomlinson has been granted a dispensation allowing her to participate in any discussion relating to the Local Plan.
26/008 CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS: -  
The Chairman spoke about the development of the village over the next couple of years and the potential for substantial Community Infrastructure Levy which will be managed by the Parish Council to enhance the village in consultation with residents. 

The Chairman also advised that Councillor J Rooney is moving out of the area within the next couple of months so unfortunately, she will be leaving the Parish Council. 
26/009 CLERKS REPORT: - 
Due to the considerable delay installing the litter bin and a lack of response from North Yorkshire Council it was agreed that the clerk would forward all correspondence to North Yorkshire Councillor K Arthur so he can follow this up on behalf of the Parish Council.
26/010 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 2025: -
The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th November 2025 were proposed by Councillor S Bennett, seconded by Councillor S Shipstone and agreed with a show of hands. RESOLVED

26/011 TO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING ON-GOING ISSUES AND DECIDE FURTHER ACTION WHERE NECESSARY: -
a) Village Greens

Hagg Lane Green 

Councillor A Tomlinson reported that she is still awaiting receipt of the ecologist’s report despite chasing up on several occasions; Councillor Tomlinson to continue to pursue.
Councillor Tomlinson advised that a low willow tree on Hagg Lane was recently hit by a bin lorry as it is overhanging a private drive. It was agreed that Councillor Tomlinson will obtain a quote from a local tree surgeon for the work required and submit a planning application to North Yorkshire Council.

Tree and general maintenance – Water Lane Pond

Councillor A Tomlinson to confirm if the trees have TPO’s on them and liaise with the clerk to obtain quotes for the work required.
Memorial Garden

It was agreed that Councillor L Stebbings will purchase 12 new rose bushes; to be reimbursed by the Parish Council. 
b) Friends of the Oldways Project Update 
It was noted that no update had been received from the Friends of Oldways Group.
c) St Marys Church Clock Repair 
It was agreed that Councillor A Tomlinson would contact the Cumbria Clock Company with regards to concerns raised regarding back-up in the event of a power failure.

26/012 METHODIST CHAPEL ASSISTANCE REQUEST:-
It was agreed that more information regarding the assistance required is needed in order for the Parish Council to consider how we can assist them.

Clerk to invite the Methodist Chapel bookings secretary to attend the next Parish Council meeting or arrange a meeting with Councillors A Tomlinson and A Chilvers to discuss further. 
26/013 PLANNING: -
a) Applications Received from North Yorkshire Council: - 
1. (ZG2025/1263/TPO) Application for consent to trim 3No Ash trees by 20% covered by TPO 5/1999 at Street Record, Back Lane, Hemingbrough Fully Support
It was noted that this planning application was submitted by the Parish Council to allow the overhanging trees to be cut back.

Councillor A Tomlinson reported that she had approached two contractors for a quote but had only received one back from a local tree surgeon totalling £960.00.
It was unanimously agreed to accept the quote subject to planning permission being granted; clerk to confirm with the contractor.

2. (ZG2025/1265/TPO) Application for consent to deadwood and crown lift the lower branches and thin out approximately 6m from the ground to 1No Oak tree covered by TPO 5/1999 at 15 School Road, Hemingbrough Object 
· The proposed crown lift is excessive.
b) Consider planning applications received not listed on the agenda: - NIL
c) Note planning permission refused for: NIL 
d) Note planning permission granted for: - 
(Planning Appeal Decision)
1. (ZG2024/0023/FULM) Residential development of 137 dwellings, open space, landscaping, and associated infrastructure and Community Centre with associated car parking and recreational space on Land North of Hull Road, Hemingbrough 
The Chairman reiterated that unfortunately despite the objections and strong defence the Inspector decided in favour of the Barratt’s appeal.
Councillor A Tomlinson gave an overview of the appeal decision and advised that the development cannot commence until all the relevant planning conditions have been adhered to, but work must be undertaken within a period of one year from the date of permission being granted (15th December 2025) otherwise the permission lapses and becomes invalid.
Concerns were also raised regarding delivery of the community centre by the Community Interest Company (CIC) and the planning conditions relating to operating times:-
“The community centre shall be open between 0700 – 2300hrs Monday – Saturday; 0800-1800hrs Sundays, Bank Holidays and Public Holidays 

The playing fields connected to the community centre shall be used between 0800-2100hrs Monday -Saturday; 0800-1800hrs Sundays, Bank Holidays and Public Holidays”
It was agreed to contact the CIC to request a meeting in the first instance prior to the next Parish Council meeting (19th February 2026).
Members also discussed road safety issues and accessibility relating to the site including a bus enhancement payment.

e) Note planning permission withdrawn for: - 
1. (ZG2025/0802/HPA) Two storey rear and single storey side extension with front canopy at 5 Mill Garth, Hemingbrough 
f) Note planning appeal received for: - NIL
g) Ongoing Planning Issues Update: -  
Councillor A Tomlinson gave an update on planning application (ZG2024/1089/FULM) Erection of 138 dwellings with associated access, infrastructure, landscaping, open space and demolition of existing dwelling on land off School Road, Hemingbrough and it was noted that this is due to be decided by the Planning Committee in either February or March.
26/014 FINANCE: -
a) Agree payments, as listed below: -
1. Parish Clerk (January 2026)





£ As Agreed

2. HMRC (PAYE)







£      74.24
3. G Burley & Sons (Christmas Tree Lights)




£ 2502.00 (Gross)











£   417.00 (VAT)











£ 2085.00 (Net)
b) To approve payments not listed on the agenda: - 

1. George Fillingham (Grass Cutting) INV: GFC0261


£ 1108.80 (Gross)











£   184.80 (VAT)











£   924.00 (Net)

2. George Fillingham (Grass Cutting) INV: GFC0286


£    554.40 (Gross)











£      92.40 (VAT)











£    462.00 (Net)
3. Autela (Payroll Services)






£    234.36 (Gross)











£      39.06 (VAT)











£    195.30 (Net)

4. Npower (Street Lighting)






£   116.28 (Gross)











£       5.54 (VAT)











£    110.74 (Net)






 
c) Note payments made between meetings (as agreed): - NIL

d) Note receipt of income: - NIL
e) Receive Finance Report, consider the budget proposals for 2026/2027 and decide upon the level of precept: -
Budget proposals for 2026/2027

Following a review and discussion of the information provided by the clerk it was agreed that due to increased costs the budget would be increased to £40,776.00.

Precept for 2026/2027

It was agreed that due to the continuing increase in the cost of council services, Christmas lights provision and the substantial cost of repairing St Marys Church clock it was unanimously agreed to increase the precept to £36,000.00 (+£12,983) resulting in an annual Band D increase of £18.14.

This is the first increase in several years and is necessary in order to maintain the village amenities.
26/015 HEAR REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES: -              
Dates/Details of any forthcoming meetings (Representatives Informed): - 

Hemingbrough Institute and Playing Fields Association (HI&PFA) – Tuesday 11th February 2026
Yorkshire Local Councils Association (YLCA) Selby Branch Meeting - Tuesday 25th February 2026 
26/016 CORRESPONDENCE: -  NIL
26/017 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS REGARDING PARISH ISSUES: - No issues raised.
26/018 ITEMS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA: -

Grass Cutting Tender 

Community Centre – Hall for Hemingbrough
26/019 CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING: -  Thursday 19th February 2026.
Councillors are elected on behalf of everyone on the Register of Electors; therefore, matters discussed, proposed, and voted on, become the majority view and are not necessarily individual councillor’s views.
Parishioners may view previous minutes, by giving prior notice to the Clerk.

(Ring 630077 for appointment) or look on the Parish Council website.
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